
The Goethe University Frankfurt, positioned among the top international research 

universities, offers a wide variety of academic programmes, a diverse group of research 

institutes, and a focus on interdisciplinary approaches to solving complex problems. 

Today, the Goethe University is the only university in Germany that enjoys significant 

public funding alongside administrative autonomy and the ability to create a private 

endowment. Situated in GermanyÃ¢Â€Â™s most cosmopolitan and international city, the 

university attracts a diverse body of students and researchers from around the world and 

is with about 46.000 students and 4.600 employees the biggest university in Hessen. 

 

At the Goethe University Frankfurt, Institute of Ecology, Evolution and Diversity, the new 

working group of Plant Ecology (led by Prof. Dr. J.F. Niek Scheepens) offers a position for 

a 

 

Research Assistant (postdoc) (m/f/d) 

(E13 TV-G-U) 

 

The position will be available for 3 years. The starting date is 01.09.2020. The position is 

full-time. The salary grade is based on the job characteristics of the collective agreement 

(TV-G-U) applicable to Goethe University. The restriction of the term of the employment 

contract is based on the Wissenschaftszeitvertragsgesetz in connection with the 

Hessisches Hochschulgesetz. 

 

Our working group 

The current biodiversity crisis manifests itself in loss of landscape, species, and genetic 

diversity. The overarching goal of our research is to understand the distribution, function 

and dynamics of intraspecific phenotypic and genetic variation in plants within the 

context of global change. We specifically investigate rapid adaptation of plant 

populations to changes in climate and land use. We love to do experiments  e.g. 

classical common gardens, reciprocal transplantations and evolution experiments 

 and we combine concepts and methods from classical plant ecology, 

evolutionary biology, quantitative genetics, and population genetics and genomics. Our 

working group has access to modern labs and greenhouses and to an experimental field 

site and offers technical and administrative support in research and teaching. 

 

Qualifications 

We are looking for an enthusiastic researcher with strong interest in the field of plant 

evolutionary ecology who is keen to develop an own research profile and simultaneously 

enjoys collaborating with others. The job includes a teaching duty in Bachelor, Master 



and teacher programmes. Interest in applying for external funding is a plus. 

 

Requirements are a completed academic degree (Master or equivalent) and a PhD in 

biology, environmental science or a related discipline with a focus on evolutionary 

ecology, experimental ecology or a related field of research as well as a strong 

publication record in international peer-reviewed journals. The successful candidate has 

very good knowledge of experimental design and statistics and is very well acquainted 

with R. Very good English and communication skills as well as pronounced teamwork 

and organizational skills are expected; German language skills are a big advantage for 

teaching. 

 

Please send your application with CV, a list of publications, contact details of two or 

three references, and a maximum 3-page synopsis of the planned research focus, by 

14.06.2020 exclusively in electronic form in a single PDF file to: Prof. Dr. J.F. Niek 

Scheepens (anken@bio.uni-frankfurt.de). Questions about the advertisement can be sent 

to the same email address. The University promotes equal employment opportunities 

between men and women and supports the employment of disabled persons. Qualified 

women or persons with physical disabilities are therefore strongly encouraged to apply 

and will be given preference in case of appropriate qualifications and aptitudes. 


