
 

The Moran lab at the University of California Merced is recruiting graduate students for Fall 
2023. 

We use a combination of observational and experimental ecological data, genetic markers, and 
statistical and simulation modeling to address a variety of questions about plant population 
biology. Our particular focus is the forests of the Sierra Nevada, California and their responses 
to climate change. 

We are looking to recruit a PhD student interested in the impacts of climate on forest tree 
seed production, dispersal, and seedling establishment. The student would design a thesis 
project related to the mission of the recently-funded NSF grant “Continent-wide forest 
recruitment change: the interactions between climate, habitat, and consumers” Stipend and 
tuition funding is available through this grant for 3-4 semesters (1.5-2 school years) and 4-5 
summers. 

Desired qualifications include: 

- A strong interest in terrestrial plant ecology. 

- A Bachelor’s degree in a related field (eg. Biology, Environmental Science). A Master’s Degree 
is not required, but evidence of research experience during or after the Bachelor’s degree is 
highly desirable. 

- Career goals that include leading a research group and/or teaching at the university level. 

- A valid driver’s license (which would allow the student to reach field sites independently. A 
current vehicle suitable for fieldwork is NOT required, as 4WD vehicles can be rented if needed) 

- Experience with fieldwork in remote areas, including the ability to conduct vegetation surveys 
or tree measurements, and to locate plots with GPS, is highly desirable. 

- Experience with mathematical modeling and/or statistical analysis in R is highly desirable. 

- Ability to identify tree species of the Western US is also desirable, but can be learned on the 
job. 

The Moran lab is committed to maintaining and promoting a diverse and inclusive environment. We believe that 
science is for everyone, and research shows that scientific progress and creativity is improved by our multiple 
perspectives, backgrounds, and experiences. This view is fully supported by our university’s commitment to the 
values needed for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion.  

Interested students may apply through either the Environmental Systems or Quantitative and 
Systems Biology graduate groups, though ES is encouraged for the project in question. Accepted 

https://sites.google.com/site/moranplantlab/
https://diversity.ucmerced.edu/values
https://diversity.ucmerced.edu/values
https://es.ucmerced.edu/
https://qsb.ucmerced.edu/
https://qsb.ucmerced.edu/


students will be supported (stipend + benefits + tuition) through a mixture of research 
assistantships (GSR) – including the grant referenced above - teaching assistantships, and 
fellowships over the 5-6 years needed to complete a PhD. The final application deadline is 
January 15, 2022, but be sure to apply before December 15 to be considered for recruitment 
fellowships! 

UC Merced is located in California’s central valley, ~2 hours from the Bay Area, Sacramento, and 
Yosemite National Park. We are a research university, the latest addition to the University of 
California system, and a Hispanic-Serving Institution. The student body is highly diverse, with 
60% of students belonging to under-represented minority groups and 74% of undergraduates 
being the first in their family to go to college. (For more on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at 
UCM, see this recent report). UC Merced also has a strong focus on sustainability both in 
research and teaching, and in campus practices. (For more, see the websites of the Office of 
Sustainability and the Sierra Nevada Research Institute). We provide equal opportunities to 
applicants for employment regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, gender identity or expression, 
sexual orientation, age, disability status, socioeconomic status, or citizenship and immigration 
status. 

For more information about this position, please check out the Moran lab website 
(https://sites.google.com/site/moranplantlab/home) or email Dr. Emily Moran at 
emoran5@ucmerced.edu. 

 
Dr. Emily Moran (she or they) 
Associate Professor, Life & Environmental Sciences 
UC Merced 
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