
 
I am recruiting grad students (master's or doctoral) for my lab at the University of South Carolina.  
 
Students would have a great deal of latitude in finding a project that excites them. This could include 
many topics within plant- and insect- ecology and evolution. We are currently working on projects about 
the ecology of seed mucilage, pollination of sand verbenas and the role of floral pigments in pollination, 
sticky plant ecology and evolution, the evolution of flower shape, and changes in moth and butterfly 
communities. Finding a good project will not be hard and therefore, having a clear idea of an exact 
project is far less important than having a love for plants and insects and natural history in general.  
 
The University of South Carolina is a great place to do grad work - in addition to our lab, there are many 
related labs including Carrie Wessinger (plant evolution, pollination), Tad Dallas (theoretical, disease, and 
community ecology), Carol Boggs (butterfly genetics and population biology), and more, leading to a 
great ecology and evolution group within the biology department and a large graduate student 
community. Columbia is a small city with many parks within the city boundaries and Congaree National 
Park less than half-hour away, with Charleston, Charlotte, and Greenville also within a couple hours, plus 
the Baruch Institute, an excellent marine and coastal terrestrial field station which has facilities for 
research and housing. The cost of living is very reasonable and stipends for grad students have recently 
increased substantially. 
 
I encourage interested students to reach out, nomatter your background, GPA in college, country of 
residence (we have many international graduate students), or plans for grad school. We do not require 
GRE scores for applicants, and consider and pay master's and doctoral students equally.  
 
My email is eric.lopresti@sc.edu or lopresti.eric@gmail.com and the lab's website is here. 
 
- Eric LoPresti 
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