
Expenses paid field assistant positions to study the breeding ecology of blue tits and 

collared flycatchers on the wonderful island of Gotland. 

 

For the upcoming field season (20 April-20/30 June 2020) we are looking for an 

expenses-paid field assistant to join the team working on the Swedish island of 

Gotland. It is a famous bird study site, with over 40 years of bird ecology monitoring. 

Additionally an amazingly beautiful and unique location for all bird lovers, a major 

birding and bird migration hotspot. 

 

The period of stay is flexible - longer stays will be preferred but in your application 

please specify which period in the field season you would be able to cover. 

 

Our current project concerns two species: the blue tit and the collared flycatcher. 

Apart from general monitoring of both species’ breeding we conduct specific 

research, which now concentrates on colour biology and expression in the blue tit. 

The work requires long hours spent in the forest in variable weather conditions 

(although the weather has been very gentle the past few seasons on Gotland), 

precision in handling the birds and recording the data, and the ability to work in a 

team. Daily workload varies from a couple of hours to 8-9 hours, depending on the 

time in the season. The team will consist of 7-11 assistants, plus an additional 

collaborating team of similar size from France, staying in another location close by. 

Basic procedures used during fieldwork involve catching adult birds with mist-nets, 

ringing of adults and nestlings, morphological measurements, blood-sampling of 

some birds for genetic analyses. We provide training on the procedures, but a basic 

knowledge of bird morphology and bird handling experience is more than welcome. 

 

Qualifications: 

(1) BSc/MSc in Biology, Ecology, Evolution or similar qualification (current students 

will also be considered on a case by case basis) 

(2) Previous field experience will be a big plus 

(3) Ability to work in small teams and sociable personality 

(4) Bird ringing and mist-netting experience is desired but can also be learned on site 

(5) EU-valid driving licence will be an advantage 

(6) Good English (it is a working language in the team) 

 

We will cover for the accommodation (lodging in rooms shared with other field 



assistants - usually up to 2 persons per room - in a beautiful & comfortable, large 

house in the middle of the fieldwork area), travel expenses from and to the study site 

(within reasonable limits and up to 450 EUR; if more is expected - let’s discuss 

possibilities on a case by case basis), as well as the living expenses. 

 

Applications - including a CV, a lshort letter of motivation (1/2 A4 page) and the 

name of one referee - should be send to Szymon Drobniak 

szymek.drobniak@gmail.com, ideally as a single PDF file. 

 

Full consideration will be given to applications received until the 15th of March. After 

that date applications will be monitored if any additional assistants would be 

required. 

 

Please do not hesitate to write to us if you have more and specific questions. 

 

Dr Szymon Drobniak 

Jagiellonian University (PL) & University of New South Wales (AU) 

 

Prof. Lars Gustafsson 

Uppsala University 

mailto:szymek.drobniak@gmail.com

